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Petition To Austin City Council

W hereas, the Bill of Rights of the United States Constitution and the Texas Constitution guaraﬁtee those living in the United Staies the
vllowing rights:

s Freedom of speech, assembly and privacy;
»  Thenights to counsel and due process in judicial proceedings; and
« Pmection from unreasonable searches and seizures; and

! Whereas, we believe these freedoms are the basis of American Society and are now threatened by

| A. The USA PATRIOT Act, which

| r

' »  All but'eliminates judiciél supervision of telephone and Internet surveillance;

; *  Greatly expands the governmenrs ability to conduct secret searches;

»  (ives the Antorney General and the Secretary of State the power to designate domestic groups as "terrorist organizations"; and

= Grants the FBI broad access 1o sensitive medical, menral health, financial and educational records about individuals without having
to show evidence of a crime and without a court order; and

B. Federal Exeecutive Orders, which

=  Establish secret military tribunals for terrorism suspects;
s  Permit wiretapping of conversations between feieral prisoners and their lawyers;

s  Lift Justice Department regulations against illegal COINTELPRO-type uperanons by the FBI (covert activities that in the past
targeted domestic proups and individuals); and

s  Limirt the disclosure of public dacumants and records under the Freedom of Infonnatmn Aet; and

Whereas, this law and these Executive Orders particularly target foreign nationals and people of Middle Eastern and South Asian descent,
and affect any one of us in the U.S. A, legally acting and speaking in opposing government palicy; and

‘ Whereas the Executive Order on secret military tribunals also undermmes thel U S. government's ability to dencunce atrocities carried out in
. secrct by military mbunals elsewhere in the world; and

Whereas, several law enforcement officials, including previous heads of the FBI, have decried the USA PATRIOT Act and these Executive
Orders as unnecessary to the prosecution of, and prorection from, terrorisn:'_l; and

Whereas, this law and Execotive Orders are 2 mandate without funds. An increased allocation of logal funds 1o law enforcement threatens
adequate maintenance of health and human services;

Therefore, we the people of Austin, Texas, call on our local government to act in the spirii; of our state and federal Constitutions by asking
local and state police, the local U.S. Attorney's office, and the FBI to:

1. Notuse Austin's searce fands for health and human services to fulfill an nnfimded Federal mandate.

Report to citizens regularly and publicly the extent to and manner in which they have acted under the USA PATRIOT Act, new

Executive Orders, or GOINTELPRO-type regulations, including disclosing the names of any detainees;

End racial profiling in law enforcement and detentions without charpes;

" 4, Notparticipate, to the extent lepally permnissible, in law enforcement activities thar threaten civil rights and civil liberties of the
people of Austin, such as surveillance, wiretaps, and securing of private information, which the Act and Orders authorize; and
DPBnly wark for the repeal of the parts of the Act and Orders that vialate civil rights and civil 11b=rtu:5.

Lot

6. Prutect the rights of non citizens who are such a vital patt of the Austin commumty

Please return completed petitions to;
Austin Against War wwwaustinagainstwar.org

E-mail ABORDC@yahoo.com



01/14/03 20:07 FAX 512 472 4480

KINKO'S 4TH-CONGRESS

Petition To Austin City Council

003

NAME (PLEASE PRINT)

ADDRESS

EMAIL

SIGNATURE

10

11 »

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

34

25






